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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1944. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HECKMONDWIKE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Battersby  in  Europe,  it  has  been 
necessary  for  me  to  share  in  the  preparation  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  1944,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  district.  The  Report  is  prepared  and  abbreviated  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  continued  satisfactory 
during  the  year  in  spite  of  war-time  difficulties.  In  the  summer 
of  1944  a number  of  Evacuees  from  London  came  to 
Heckmondwike,  and  this  somewhat  increased  the  work  of  the 
Clinics. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  Department  has  been  able  to 
have  the  services  of  Dr.  Agnes  Jervis  and  Miss  E.  Worthington 
throughout  the  year  as  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
by  some  authorities  in  obtaining  staff  in  wartime,  both 
medical  and  nursing. 

The  transfer  early  in  1944  of  the  Infant  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  to  Greenside  Clinic,  thus  centralising  all  clinics  in  one 
building,  has  worked  satisfactory,  although  the  rooms  at 
Greenside  Clinic  are  rather  small  and  tend  to  get  quickly 
crowded  on  clinic  days. 

The  year  under  review  exhibits  good  statistical  returns. 
The  Birth  rate  is  higher  than  1943.  The  Infantile  Mortality 
rate  was  a record.  The  Death  rate  for  an  industrial  town 
(15.215)  was  satisfactory. 

The  standard  of  infant  care  is  high.  A Toddler's  Clinic  was 
opened  in  1944. 

Unfortunately  owing  to  war-time  conditions  the  housing 
position  remained  unchanged  during  1944,  but  as  housing  is 
in  the  forefront  of  the  programmes  of  all  political  parties,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  soon  the  much  needed  houses  to  abate 
overcrowding,  etc.  will  be  provided. 

My  acknowledgments  are  due  to  those  officials  who  kindly 
provided  me  with  returns  necessary  for  the  preparation  of 
the  Report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  1 FRAIN, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

J.  BATTERSBY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Glas.) 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  — 

AGNES  W.  JERVIS,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (St.  And.) 

Consulting  Obstetric  Surgeon— 

D.  W.  CURRIE,  M.D.,  Ch.M.,  F.R.C.S. 

Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse — 

ELSIE  WORTHINGTON,  S.R.N.,  II.V.  (New  Cert.) 

Sanitary  Inspector — 

ERIC  M.  HOUSECROFT,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Matron  of  Day  Nursery — 

EDITH  MAIR,  S.R.N. 

Deputy  Matron  of  Day  Nursery — 

MARGARET  M.  LARGEV,  S.R.N. 

One  Nursery  Assistant 
Five  Probationers 
Two  Junior  Clerks 


A— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (In  Acres)-. • 

696 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate) 

8,018 

Population  (as  per  Ration  Books) 

8,025 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

2,674 

Number  of  Separate  Families 

2,889 

Rateable  Value 

£49,071 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£191  13s 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS — The  Nett  Live  Births  Dumber  (63  Male,  77  Female)  140 

The  Birth  Rate  is  therefore  17.46 

STILL-BIRTHS —Number  (2  Male,  2 Female)  •••  ...  4 

Rate  per  1,000  Civilian  Population  .499 

DEATHS —Totalled  (55  Male,  67  Female)  ...  ...  122 

Giving  a Death  Rate  (crude)  of  15.215 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY — No  deaths  were  returned. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY— Deaths  of  Children  under  One 

Year  number  (l  Female)  ...  1 

Giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  7.142 


DIARRHOEA  UNDER  TWO  YEARS — There  were  no  deaths  from 

this  cause, 


Comparative  Figures  — 


Rate  per  1,000  England 

148  Smaller 

Heckmondwike 

Civilian  Population  & Wales 

Towns 

1943 

1944 

1943 

1944 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Live  Births  ...  16.5 

17.6 

19.4 

20.9 

17.47 

14.2 

17.46 

Still  Births  .51 

.5 

.61 

.61 

1.10 

.377 

.499 

Deaths(all  causes)  12.1 

11.6 

12.7 

12.4 

13.19 

12.82 

15.215 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

Infantile 

Mortality  •••  49 

46 

46 

44 

55.94 

26.55 

7.142 

Diarrhoea 

under  2 years  5.3 

4.8 

4.4 

4.4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rates  per 

1,000  Total  Births 

Maternal 

Mortality  ...  2.29 

1.93 

— 

— 

6.58 

Nil 

Nil 

Causes  of  Death  — 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  7 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms)  1 
Syphilitic  Diseases  •••  1 

Influenza  •••  ...  1 

Cancer  (All  Sites)  ...  11 

Diabetes  •••  ...  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  41 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular 

Lesions  ...  22 

Ac.  Polio.  Myel ; & Polio 

Enceph  ...  1 


Other  Dis.  of  Circ.  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Other  Digestive  Disturbances 


Nephritis...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital,  Malformations 
Birth  Injuries,  Etc.  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  1 

All  Other  Causes  ...  ...  12 

Other  Viok  at  Causes  ...  2 


Total 


A A 


122 


to  to  Ot  cn  Ox 
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b-general  provisions  of  health  services 

FOR  THE  AREA, 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Ministry  that  remarks  under  this  Section 
should  be  confined  to  important  alterations,  rather  than  a recital  of 
long-standing  arrangements. 

The  War-Time  Day  Nursery  at  Cemetery  Road  has  given 
excellent  service  throughout  the  year. 

Accommodation  is  available  for  forty  children.  Staff  includes 
Matron  (Mrs.  Mair,  S.R.N.),  Deputy  Matron  (Miss  Largey,  S.R.N.), 
a Nursery  Assistant,  Probationers  and  Domestic  Staff.  Hours  of 
duty  7 a.m.  to  7 p.m.  weekdays,  except  Saturday,  7 a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Priority  of  admission  is  for  infants  aged  0 — 5 of  working  mothers; 
provision  is  usually  available  for  the  reception  of  children  when 
mothers  are  (a)  ill ; ( b ) confined,  according  to  circumstances.  Charges 
1 /-  Daily;  Saturday,  6d.  and  1/9  for  two  children. 

Three  meals  are  provided  ; training  of  the  children  is  undertaken, 
and  the  Nursery  is  approved  by  the  N.S.C.N.  as  a training  centre  for 
children’s  nurses.  A training  scheme  for  Probationers  is  in  operation, 
which  qualifies  for  the  Nursery  Nurses’  Certificates. 

The  Nursery  is  well  sited  in  its  own  grounds — light,  airy  and 
fully  equipped.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  staff  and  many  voluntary 
helpers  here  must  be  commended. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  111/44,  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  staff  of  the  Nursery  to  be  examined  for 
Tuberculosis,  at  Liversedge  Medical  Centre,  in  November.  None  of 
the  staff  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  this  disease. 

Children  medically  examined  ...  ...  29 

Children  Immunised  ...  ..  ...  11 

Children  away  with  Whooping-Cough  (Nov.  & Dec.)...  8 

Children  away  with  Mumps  (Nov.  & Dec.)  ...  10 

Students  away  with  Mumps  ...  ...  ...  1 

Children  away  with  German  Measles  (June  to  July)  4 

Staff  away  with  German  Measles  (July)  ...  1 

Monthly  Weight  Charts  —Children  8—6  years.  Show  an  in- 
crease end  of  six  months  82  ozs.  approx. 

Fortnightly  Weight  Charts— Children  1 — 2 years.  Show  an 
increase  end  of  six  months  40  ozs.  approx. 

Weekly  Weight  Charts — Children  0 — 1 year.  Show  an  increase 
3 to  6 ozs.  weekly. 
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ONE  DAY  DIET  SHEET  \\—S  YEARS. 

BREAKFAST — Porridge,  Crisp  Bacon,  Fried  Bread,  Milk. 
MID-MORNING — Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Orange  Juice. 

DINNER — Chopped  Lamb,  Greens,  Potatoes,  Milk  Pudding  with  Fruit. 
TEA — Jam  Sandwiches,  Cake,  Milk. 


ONE  DAY  DIET  SHEET  10  MONTHS  TO  l£  YEARS, 


BREAKFAST  -Cereal,  Extra  Milk. 

MID-MORNING — Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Orange  Juice,  Rusks. 

DINNER — Bone  Broth  with  Sieved  Vegetables,  Milk  Pudding,  Rusks. 
TEA— Hard  Toast  with  Butter,  Sponge  Cake,  Extra  Milk. 


ATTENDANCES 

Average  Attendance 
Under  2 
Over  2 

Highest  Attendance 
Under  2 
Over  2 

Number  of  Days  Open  ... 


d 

g3 

>“S 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

O 

o 

> 

o 

5zi 

<6 

o> 

G 

5 

8 

12 

14 

11 

11 

11 

11 

10 

9 

8 

8 

10 

14 

16 

19 

20 

22 

25 

24 

23 

24 

19 

13 

6 

9 

17 

16 

12 

12 

13 

12 

11 

11 

10 

10 

16 

18 

20 

25 

24 

29 

30 

28 

29 

27 

26 

16 

25 

25 

26 

22 

25 

26 

25 

27 

19 

26 

27 

21 

A Toddlers’  Clinic  was  opened  in  May,  of  one  session  per  fort- 
night for  the  examination  of  children  aged  l|  to  5 years.  The  Clinic 
did  excellent  work  and  was  greatly  appreciated. 

Total  Attendances  •••  137 


Maternity  and  Nursing  Home. 

During  1944,  the  Registrar  reported  registration  of  the  Births  of 
133  Infants  born  in  the  Home,  Parents  of  29  of  these  resided  in 
Hsckmondwike,  and  105  elsewhere.  1 Still- Birth  occurred  in  the 
Home;  the  parent  did  not  reside  in  this  town. 

Promotion  of  Cleanliness  and  Elimination  of  Verminous 

Conditions. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  were  most  active  during  the 
year  on  the  above  subjec  t.  A Report  on  Verminous  Inf<  station  in 
Schools  is  forwarded  weekly  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  This  is 
the  starting  point  for  enquiries  in  the  home  where  conditions  are 
inspected  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  advice  given.  Lethane  Hair  Oil 
is  now  used  for  verminous  conditions  of  the  head  due  to  lice  and  nits. 
Opportunity  for  re-infestation  occurs  most  frequently  during  school 
vacations,  and  Lethane  Hair  Oil  was  most  successful  where  standards 
of  maternal  care  were  high. 

Heckmondwike  is  a congested  Urban  District.  In  a square  mile, 
there  is  a population  of  8,000.  Only  a small  percentage  of  houses 
have  bathrooms,  and  housing  progress  is  in  abeyance  and  over- 


crowding  common.  Industry  abounds  and  the  soot  fall  is  heavy.  Over 
90%  of  the  population  are  working  class.  Hygienics  standards  are  not 
high  and  constant  vigilance  of  the  Health  staff  particularly  .in  the 
teaching  of  children  is  the  principal  means  of  combating  slack 
standards.  The  adult  population  are  difficult  of  access  and  resistant 
to  suggestions  which  would  alter  traditional  modes  of  living.  Recent 
innovations  such  as  the  Day  Nursery  and  Toddlers’  Clinic,  and  the 
active  work  in  the  School  Clinics,  and  the  teaching  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Health  Visitor  and  of  the  Youth  Council  Organiz- 
ation prove  helpful.  Propaganda  apart  from  that  conducted  by  visits 
and  instruction  in  the  home  and  clinics  through  bills  and  posters  is 
conducted.  Further  progress  will  be  recorded  in  future  reports. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Agnes  W.  Jervis,  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  for  the  following  Report:  — 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 


Individual  Cases  attending  Clinic  ...  ...  89 

Patients  found  Normal  ...  ...  74 

Patients  found  suffering  from  one  or  more  defects  (Gross)  15 
Total  Number  of  Attendances  at  Clinic  ...  200 

Average  Attendance  per  Patient  •••  ...  2.6 

Defects  Classified 

Respiratory  excluding  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

Circulatory  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Digestive  excluding  Heartburn  and  Constipation  ...  — 

Urinary  •••  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deformed  Pelvis  ...  ...  ...  . ...  2 

Varicose  Veins  ...  •••  ...  11 

Haemorrhoids  ...  ...  ...  •••  11 

Constipation  ...  •••  •••  ...  5 

Defective  Teeth  and  Pyorrhoea-. • ...  •••  18 

Anaemia  and  Debility  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ...  •••  ...  ...  5 


History  of  Labours 


Normal  Deliveries  41  plus  on  14  on  Books,  1948  ...  55 

Twin  Pregnancies  ...  •••  ...  8 

1 Breech  ; (i)  Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Difida — Died 

ii  Vertices;  iii  Vertices 


Induction 

Caesarean  Section... 
Transferred  to  other  Districts 
Instrumental  Delivery 
Miscarriages  ••• 

Still-Birth 
Not  yet  Delivered 
Placenta  Preevia 


2 

q 

0 

8 

1 
2 
1 

17 

1 
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Post  Natal  Clinic 

Individual  Cased  •••  ...  ...  ...  40 

Healthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Anemia  and  Debility  ...  4 

Cervical  Erosion  --  ---  ...  ...  5 

Retroversion  ...  •••  ...  ...  7 

Retroversion  and  Cervical  Erosion  •••  ...  B 

Cystocele  and  Rectocele  ...  ....  •••  3 

Post-Operative  Cicatrication  of  Crovix  ...  1 

Profuse  Lincorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sterility  --•  ...  --•  ...  1 

Haemorrhoids  ..  ---  ...  •••  8 

Skin  Lesions  ...  ...  ---  ...  1 
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“TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH” 

Sir, 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  work  of  the  Ante- 
Nata!  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  for  1944. 

The  genera!  health  of  the  women  remains  good,  all  taking 
full  advantage  of  the  Government’s  Priority  Schemes  for  the  benefit 
of  expectant  mothers.  A noticeable  feature  of  the  children  born 
during  the  year  is  their  greater  size  and  weight  at  the  time  of  birth. 
The  effect  has  been  two-fold  (i)  to  make  the  labour  more  difficult 
(i!)  to  increase  the  risk  of  damage  to  both  mother  and  child.  The 
cause  is  attributed  by  the  mothers  themselves  as  well  as  by  the 
midwife  to  the  improved  war-time  feeding  including  the  exras 
provided  by  the  Government. 

As  in  previous  Reports  the  accompanying  analysis  shows  a 
large  number  (20%)  of  patients  suffering  from  dental  defects.  The 
scheme  whereby  patients  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  receive 
- assisted  or  Free  Dental  Treatment  is  working  well  and  is  much 
appreciated.  12  have  taken  advantage  of  it  during  the  year. 

The  arrangement  with  Staincliffe  County  Hospital 
continues  to  operate.  Cases  in  the  Heckmondwike  area  booked  for 
delivery  at  the  Hospital  make  two  pre-natal  attendances-— 1st  at 
the  time  of  booking  —2nd  in  the  last  month  of  pregnancy.  In  the 
interval  they  are  seen  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  and  a report  in 
each  case  is  sent  to  the  Hospital. 

The  Post-Natal  Clinic  was  also  well  attended,  and  was 
held  once  per  month.  The  number  of  patients  on  the  Register 
was  40.  The  conditions  found  on  examination  are  set  out  in 
detail  in  the  accompanying  list  and  defects  were  referred  to  the 
Panel  Practitioner  or  to  a Hospital  for  treatment. 

The  Report  of  the  Clinics  would  not  be  complete  without  a 
tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Elsie  Worthington, 
whose  work  has  been  excellent. 


AGNES  W.  JERVIS. 
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HEALTH  VISITING, 

Number  of  Visits  paid  during  the  Year  by  the  Health  Visitor; — 

(a)  To  Expectant  Mothers- ••  ...  ...  First  Visits  107 

Total  Visits  161 

( b ) To  Children  under  1 year  ...  ...  First  Visits  158 

Total  Visits  778 

(c)  To  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 & 5 years  Total  Visits  725 

Total  Visits  as  Health  Visitor  ...  ...  3 

School  Nursing  Duties 

Visits  to  Children  in  their  Homes  ...  ...  ...  32 

Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

School  Clinic 


The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Administrative  Authority 
in  this  Area  for  School  Medical  Services,  including  the  School  Clinic. 
By  arrangement  with  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council  the 
services  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  available  as  School  Nurse.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  weekly  for  consultation. 

Number  of  Scholars  who  attended  the  Clinic  ...  1191 

Total  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  2312 

Number  examined  by  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  662 


Infant  Welfare  Centre 

Total  number  of  Attendances  during  the  Year; — 

By  Infants  under  1 year  ...  ...  2260 

By  Children  1 to  5 years  ...  247 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centre  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year,  and  who  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance  were;. 

Under  1 year  •••  ...  135 

Between  1 and  5 years  ...  33 


Total  number  of  children  attending  the  Centre  during  the  year, 
who  at  the  end  of  the  year  were : — 

Under  1 year  ...  •••  128 

Between  1 and  5 years  ...  144 

Child  Life  Protection 

The  Health  Visitor,  who  acts  as  Visitor  for  this  purpose,  has  had 
no  call  on  her  services  during  the  year. 
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C —SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
(i)  Water  Supply 

An  adequate  presentation  of  all  aspects  of  this  subject  would  be 
a lengthy  matter;  too  brief  a report  might  well  be  misleading. 
Comment  is  therefore  deferred  until  the  Post-War  Annual  Report,  but 
a summary  of  the  Bacteriological  Reports  from  the  County  Laboratory 

is  given  below  . — 


Fourteen  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for 
Chemical  Analysis.  The  Analyst  reports  the  chemical  data  on  these 
waters  to  be  satisfactory. 


The  results  of  the  examination  of  four  samples  of  water  submitted 
for  examination  as  to  plumbo-solvent  action  are  given  below:  — 

Kesult  of  Examination 

Lead  Content 
P.H.  Value  (Grains  per 

Gallon) 

Sample  1 — After  standing  in  Pipe  all-night...  7.4  1 /73rd 

2 — After  standing  in  Pipe  for  measured 

period  of  half-an  hour  ...  7.4  l/l08th 

8— After  standing  in  Pipe  all-night  ...  8.6  Less  than  1 /36th 
4 — After  standing  in  Pipe  for  mearsured 
period  of  half-an-hour  ...  8.7 


do. 
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The  supply  has  been  sufficient  in  quantity  during  the  year,  and 
all  dwelling-houses  are  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct  to 
the  houses. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  has  been  no  extension  of  the  Council’s  sewers  or  sewage 
disposal  works  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation  in  the  Area 

Number  of  Privies  in  use  ...  ...  17 

,,  Water  Closets  --  2956 

,.  Waste  Water  Closets  •••  68 

Report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year  : — 

Dwelling-houses,  etc.  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances  ...  870 

Housing  Act — Re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  2 

Re  Demolition  of  Dwelling-houses  ...  83 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  31 

Piggeries  ...  • ••  ...  ...  14 

Stables  •••  •••  ...  ...  6 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  7 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  Work  ...  ...  ...  47 

Schools — Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  2 

Verminous  Premises  •••  ...  ...  38 

Scabies  ...  ...  •••  ...  1 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Shops  and  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  53 

Food  Preparing  Premises...  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cafe  Kitchens,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  23 

Inspection  of  Food  •••  ...  ...  38 

Milk  Sampling  (Bacteriological)  ...  ...  g 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  18 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  48 

Ambulance  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Civil  Defence  ...  ...  . ...  ...  23 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal,  and  Salvage  ...  128 

Miscellaneous  Visits,  Interviews,  etc.  ...  ...  101 


Total  Visits  ...  1511 
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Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Number  of  Complaints  received  ... 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  in  1944 

» „ in  hand  at  end  of  1948 

Total  needing  Abatement... 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  in  1944  ... 

» » Outstanding  at  end  of  1 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served 

>>  >>  n complied  with 

Statutory  Notices  Served 

•»  >*  ,»  complied  with 

Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings 

Total  Number  of  Visits  made  .... 

• • • • 

Factories  Act 

Number  of  Inspections  made 
Contraventions  found  ... 

,,  remedied 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 

Two  of  the  Council’s  workmen  have  attended  a course  of 
instruction  in  Ministry  of  Food  methods  of  rodent  control,  and  are 
employed  on  this  work  when  required. 

A systematic  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  area  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  a direction  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food.  The  estimated  “ kill  ” in  the  First  Treatment  was  982  rats  and 
in  the  Second  Treatment  73  rats. 

No  ‘ ‘major”  infestations  were  found  during  the  year,  but  11 
minor  ’’  infestations  were  satisfactorily  treated. 

Control  of  Infestation 

Bed  Bugs — Eight  houses  were  found  upon  inspection  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs,  and  in  five  cases  disinfestation  was  carried  out 
by  the  use  of  H.C.N.  at  the  owners  expense.  Advice  was  given  to  the 
tenants  of  the  other  houses  and  disinfestation  by  liquid  insecticide  was 
carried  out  under  supervision. 

Fleas,  Cockroaches,  Crickets,  etc. — Advice  as  to  the  eradication 
of  these  vermin  is  given  to  tenants. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  •••  88  * 

Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 

Number  of  Metal  Dustbins  in  use  ...  2,418 

„ Ashpits  in  use  ...  118 


260 


4 


156 

155 

6 

3 

Nil 

870 


286 

41 

827 

284 

43 


18 

9 

4 
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Refuse  and  Salvage  are  each  collected  separately  on  alternate 
weeks,  and  the  following  vehicles  are  used  : — 

Morris — 7 cub.  yard  Refuse  Vehicle 
Morris — 80  cwt.  Open  Tipping  Wagon 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Sewage 
Works. 

T.  C.  Q. 

Total  weight  of  Refuse  collected  • ••  ...  1,440  19  0 


Average  weight  of  Refuse  per  house 

10.778  cwts 

>»  >> 

Refuse  and  Salvage  per  house 

12.109 

»» 

The  following  is  a summary  of  salvage  collected 

; — 

• 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

Paper 

...  •••  ••• 

70 

19 

0 

Ferrous  Metal 

• • • . • • • • • 

25 

3 

0 

Non-Ferrous  Metal 

7 

0 

Textiles 

•••  •••  ••• 

5 

1 

si 

Bones 

•••  . . . • • • ••• 

3 

18 

i 

Rubber 

• • • 0 . . . • • • 

3 

0 

2 

Cullet 

•••  •••  • • • ••• 

5 

14 

3 

lib.  Jam  Jars  895  doz.) 

Bottles  & Jars^ 

21b.  „ 122  „ \ ... 

10 

12 

0 

Mixed  Bottles  768  ,,  J 

Kitchen  Waste 

• ••  •••  ® • * 

53 

6 

.1 

178  2 2§ 


Kitchen  Waste  collected  has  been  utilised  in  the  feeding  of  pigs 
kept  by  the  Council,  at  the  Council  Yard,  Beck  Lane. 

The  monthly  average  number  of  pigs  kept  ...  27 

Number  of  pigs  sold  during  the  year  ...  24 

D-HOUSING 

There  is  no  major  alteration  to  report. 

E-INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(i)  Milk  Supply: — 


Number  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Milch  Cows  (average)  ...  80 

,,  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  4 

ff  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  17 

,,  Milkshops  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  inspections  made  of — 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops...  ...  23 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

Five  samples  of  ordinary  raw  milk  were  taken,  and  the  Bacterio- 
logist reports  show  that  four  of  these  samples  satisfied  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  applied. 

One  sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  was  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
Examination,  and  satisfied  the  Phosphates  Test  and  the  Plate  Count 
Test. 

One  sample  of  milk  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  gave  a Positive  result. 

Licences 

One  licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  designation  “Pasteurised  ” 
in  relation  to  milk  sold  in  the  district  was  granted. 

(ii)  Meat  Inspecion 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  at  which  only 
the  pigs  of  domestic  pig  keepers  (on  the  authority  of  the  Food 
Executive  Officer)  have  been  slaughtered.  The  carcases  and  organs 
of  pigs  slaughtered  at  these  premises  were  inspected  at  the  time  of 
slaughter. 

(iii)  Inspection  of  other  Food 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year  was 

8 cwts.  2 qrs.  17i  lbs. 

♦ 

(iv)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  made  of  food  premises- 


Bakehouses  •••  •••  5 

General  Food  Shops  and  Stalls  58 

Food  Preparing  Premises  •••  5 

Cafe  Kitchens,  etc.---  ...  2 


F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  1944  notifications  received  in  respect  of  Infectious 
Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  distributed  as  follows  : — 


1943 

1944 

Scarlet  Fever 

54 

20 

Whooping  Cough 

74 

14 

Diphtheria 

8 

19 

Measles 

136 

24 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

16 

4 

1? 


Control  Over  Infectious  Disease — Continued 


1943 

1944 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery 

Nil 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

Small  Pox 

Nil 

Nil 

Malaria  ... 

Nil 

1 

Measles  The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  December,  when 
19  out  of  the  total  of  24  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  Cough  The  disease  reached  maximum  prevalence 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  The  disease  was  most  prevalent  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year. 

Influenza  One  death  from  this  disease  was  registered. 

v 

Diphtheria  Although  notified  on  19  occasions  was  only 
confirmed  true  diphtheria  in  10  cases. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria:  — 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  Return  was  made  to  the 


Ministry  of  Health. 

• Immunised  under  5 ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Estimated  percentage  Immunised  at  end  of  year  50% 

Immunised  between  5 and  15  •••  ...  ...  58 

Estimated  percentage  Immunised  at  end  of  year  68% 


Tuberculosis : — 

New  Cases 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary 


AGE  GROUPS 

0-  1 
1-  5 
5-10 
10-15 

15-20  ... 

20-25 
25-85 
35-45 

45-55  ... 

55-65 

65  and  Over 


Male 
4 

PULMONARY 
Male  Female 


3 

1 


Female  Total 
— 4 

NON-PULMONARY 
Male  Female 
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Cases  of  Tuberculosis: — 

(a)  No.  on  Register  at  commencement  of  year  ... 

( b ) No.  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time  during  year 

(c)  No.  of  Cases  restored  to  Register  ... 

(d)  No.  of  Cases  removed  from  Register  ... 

(e)  No.  of  Cases  remaining  on  Register 


Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 
M F M F 

14  13  8 2 

7 3 2 2 

11  11  6 — 


Scabies  :— 


17  Cases  of  Scabies  were  treated  during  the  year  in  the 
following  Groups — Male,  4;  Female,  6;  Children  under  16,  7. 
Under  previous  arrangements  patients  are  referrod  to  Batley  for  the 
initial  bath,  and  application  of  Benzyl  Benzoate,  and  the  second  bath 
taken  at  the  First  Aid  Post,  Heckmondwike.  Disinfection  of  bedding, 
etc.  conducted  at  Batley. 

Bacteriological  Specimens  examined  during  1944: — 


Blood  Films  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  2 

Swabs  for  C.  Diphtheriae  ...  ...  13 

Urines  and  Fasces  for  B.  Typhosus  ...  3 

Urines  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Orgs.  ..  1 

Milks  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  ...  4 

Milks  for  Methylene  Blue  Test ...  6 

Waters  for  Bacteriological  Examination  2 

Bio-Chemical  Examinations  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  Specimens  •••  ....  5 

Swahs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  6 


53 


